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Speeding traffic in Lorton. 

One of the issues that local residents contact the Parish Council about on a fairly regular basis is the speed of vehi-

cles travelling through the village and the lack of any speed limit covering Lorton other than the national 60mph one. 

This issue was raised again at the November meeting of the Parish Council and a letter was duly sent to Cumbria 

Highways asking the County Council for a 30mph speed limit to be introduced to cover the whole of the village. Our 

County Councillor, Alan Bowness, was copied in to this letter. On previous occasions the Parish Council has re-

quested a speed limit covering the B5289 as it travels through Low Lorton. Traffic monitoring was undertaken and 

the request was not supported as the information gathered from the monitoring did not suggest that there was an 

issue of speeding traffic in the area. Below is the response to the most recent request: 

Dear Mr Smith 
 

I am writing in response to your email to Cllr Bowness concerning the speed limit in the village of Lorton. 
  

Lorton has been assessed twice in recent years during periodic reviews where speed limits are considered in Allerdale as a 

whole; however during these reviews it was concluded that 30mph limit was not justified nor suitable for the village, for a 

number of reasons. 
  

Firstly much of Lorton is spread out over a network of small roads, which means that “terminal signs” would be needed on 

several approaches to the village. Furthermore due to the lack of street lighting that is typically found in more urban areas; 

“repeater signs” would be needed throughout the village. These signs plus the terminal signs (on all entries) mean that such 

a scheme would cost a vast amount to install, and that there would be “sign clutter” all over the village, which would be det-

rimental to such an area – particularly being located in the National Park. 
  

In addition to the above; generally speaking speeds through the village are suitably low, as the nature of the village and its 

layout means that the majority of drivers tend to drive at a suitable speed and according to the conditions, having to main-

tain a lower speed. Indeed away from the B5289, speeds will be considerably lower than 30mph and be more likely to be 

around the magnitude of 10-20mph. 
  

Whilst in theory a 30mph limit along the B5289 section wouldn’t be an unreasonable expectation; when taking into account 

all the signage that would be needed, and the fact a posted 30mph limit would be of little relevance to the smaller side roads; 

these factors unfortunately mean that such a limit is not currently viable in Lorton village. This is especially more so when 

we also take into account the severe budgetary pressures we are under at present, as a Highways Authority. 
  

I understand you will be disappointed with the content of this email, however we will hold your comments on file for future 

reference and consideration. In the meantime we will of course continue to monitor the situation. 
  

I hope this email explains matters in Lorton. If you require any further information or explanation, please let me know. 
  

Yours sincerely, 
  
Philip Groom 
Traffic Management Officer, Highways, Transport & Fleet 
Environment & Community Services Directorate, Cumbria County Council 
Joseph Noble Road, Lillyhall, Workington CA14 4JH 
 
Whilst Lorton is not the only Cumbrian village that does not have a 30mph speed limit, it is one of the very few that 
has a Junior School that does not. The Parish Council has been asking, intermittently, for a speed limit since the 
1960’s and we are sure that most local residents would support the introduction of a limit. We would now like to find 
out what the community response is to the above letter and ask you for your ideas and suggestions as to what is the 
best next step for the Council to take. Please speak to a Councillor or get in touch with the Clerk (all contact details 
on the back page) and let us know what you think. Should you feel moved to let your County Councillor, Alan Bow-
ness, have your thoughts, his email address is also on the back page. 

Parish Website: www.melbreakcommunities.org.uk   Contact Email Address: lortonparishclerk@gmail.com 

  

Lorton Parish Councillors wish all residents and visitors a very Happy Christmas and New Year. 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Cine North in Lorton 
 

Following suggestions from local people, the YTH committee decided to see if there was support for showing 

films in the hall. Arts Out West and Cine North supply films, a film licence, and high quality portable digital 

cinema equipment and training on how to use it. It’s very interesting to see the collection of five heavy boxes 

unpack to become a cinema in the hall. It takes a team of 4-5 people about an hour to get the hall and equip-

ment ready but film-goers are happy to lend a hand with the  with the clearing-up which is very helpful.  

The screen is very impressive. It is almost as high and wide as the hall. Films are available for showing when 

they are released on DVD and we can also choose from a back catalogue. Most films are shown on High Defini-

tion Blue-Ray.  The Cine North website, http://www.cinenorth.co.uk/ has a list of the films showing at all their 

venues, whilst the Kirkgate Centre provides local publicity – the posters and flyers seen around the village. 

We began in May with the excellent Alan Bennett film, The Lady in the Van. 53 people attended, paying £5 on 

the door. Feedback being very positive, we decided to embark on an autumn/winter season of four films. So far 

we have seen The Big Short, The Bridge of Spies and Florence Foster Jenkins. The latter two were very suc-

cessful, the Big Short slightly less so. We have realised that films with a lot of background music are less suit-

able due to the acoustics of the hall. 

Our next film is Eddie the Eagle, on Tuesday January 24th at 7.30. Tickets are £5 on the door which opens at 

7pm. The bar is available for a drink before the film. Come along and experience cinema on your doorstep. 

Terrace Farm Hydro Scheme. 
 

Most people in the parish know the Armstrong family from Terrace Farm.  What you might not know is that last year they commit-
ted to installing  a small scale hydro-electric scheme.   This is a big undertaking and a leap of faith as installation of renewable 
energy schemes incurs a high capital cost and is relatively new technology.  A long term view of return on investment is needed.   

The scheme was designed and installed by Border Hydro Ltd based at Armaside Farm; 
also in Lorton parish. 

The scheme taps into Wythe Gill and was installed under Environment Agency regula-
tions which ensures there is always some water left in the beck to maintain the flora and 
fauna. 

The intake is high on the fell, 400feet above the turbine house which is situated just be-
low the steading.  The 820yards (750metres) intake pipe is buried and is sized to carry 
up to10 litres per second directly from intake to the turbine.   

One great advantage of the Terrace scheme is that the catchment area, although small, 
is very absorbent and acts as a sponge soaking up the rainwater then slowly releasing it 
over a period of time.  This provides the hydro scheme with a steady supply of water 
helping sustain the generating capacity. 

The actual turbine was designed and built in-house by Border Hydro Ltd.  It has performed exceptionally well, proving to be very 
efficient.  On full power it is capable of generating 8.8kW.  

All the electricity generated is used first in the farmhouse and buildings with the surplus 
being exported to the national electricity grid. 

The scheme is eligible for Feed in Tariff (FITs).  Between FITs, electricity sold to the grid 
and the savings made by not having to import power it is expected that the scheme will 
take 7 to 8 years to pay back the capital cost of installation.   

The income is helping towards the long term viability of the farm enterprise. The power 
generated reduces CO2 emissions by some 150 tonnes annually. 

Anyone committing to the cost of installing renewable technologies is to be com-
mended.  It is to be viewed long term.  The benefits are for all of us and are many-
fold.  The generation of electricity, local employment, reduction of CO2 emission and 
also help to balance out the national grid network – although there needs to be many 
more renewable energy systems installed.  As time goes by the various technologies are 
refined and improved.  Thinking of hydro-power in particular; the Lake District has the potential to provide an excellent source of 
electricity with little negative environmental impact.  We have plenty of water, although it can be an all-or-nothing scenario.    

The Armstrong family and Border Hydo Ltd would like to extend an invitation to the local community to come and have a look at 
the scheme on Thursday 5th of January 2017 at 10.30am at Terrace Farm.  You don’t have to walk to the intake as we will have 
photographs on display in the turbine house.  For those that want to burn off the excesses of Christmas Ian will lead you up the 
fell. 

 

Glenis Postlethwaite.  Parish Councillor and Director of Border Hydro Ltd. 

http://www.cinenorth.co.uk/


MEET THE COUNCILLOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRIS EDMUNDS 

 

For those of you who don’t know me I am Chris Ed-

munds, born and brought up in the village – the 5th 

generation of my family to live and work here. I am 

a Rural Chartered Surveyor and Land Agent, run a 

Woodfuel supply business, a keen tennis player 

and enjoy working with our small flock of sheep. I 

live in High Lorton with my partner Rachael.    

 
 

1. What makes you happy? Good food, real beer, so-

cialising with family and friends. So a night out for 

a meal at a local Cumbrian pub ticks all those 

boxes!  

3. What is your favourite smell? Freshly cut grass! 

4. How do you relax? Watching the rugby with the 

log burner on. 

5. What is your favourite journey? Too many to 

mention but East coast of Australia is a highlight, 

can’t beat the drive down Lorton Valley though…. 

6. What single thing would improve the quality of 

your life? Tough one as we are lucky to live in this part 

of the world, but probably increasing the transport con-

nectivity to West Cumbria. 

7. What is your favourite book? Don’t read books 

that much but did enjoy Peter Jones’ autobiography 

although the Farmers Weekly and Scottish Farmer 

are hard to beat. 

8. What vehicles, inc. bikes, do you own? Road bike, 

mountain bike, Land Rover, Peugeot Boxer Van.  

9. What is the most important lesson Life has 

taught you? Work hard, play hard. 

10. The best thing about living in Lorton is ....  
 

Everything ! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary: 

First Responders Mince Pies & Mulled Wine 

20/12/16, 6.00pm in YTH 

Coffee & Cake: Yew Tree Hall Com 

14/1/17 10.30am in the YTH 

Melbreak Communites Steering Group 

17/1/17 7.30pm in the YTH 

Lorton Garden Club Christmas Party 

19/1/17 7.30pm in the YTH 

Coffee & Cake: Lorton Indoor Bowls Club 

11/2/17 10.30am in the YTH 
 

Lorton School Community Lunch dates: 

9/1/17, 13/2/17,13/3/17,10/4/17 

at 1.15pm, call Helen on 07790 459064 

to book your place. 

 

Lorton Parish Council  

MEETING  DATES 2017 

 

Wednesday January 4th 2017 

Wednesday March 1st 2017 

Wednesday May 3rd 2017 

Wednesday July  5th 2017 

Wednesday September 6th 2017 

Wednesday November 1st 2017  

All at 7.30pm in The Yew Tree Hall 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

Lorton Table Tennis Club 

The group has been meeting now for a year and we 

meet most Wednesday evenings from 7-9pm in the YTH. 

On average we have 12-15 players, playing mostly dou-

bles, which works out well since games played under 

modern rule ( first to 11 points )  are very short. Each 

player pays £2 per session.  We play seriously, in the 

sense of trying to win, but  very light-heartedly in that we 

have a huge amount of fun. People walking past the hall 

may have heard the gales of laughter coming from 

within. 

New members are always welcome, why not come and 

see what all the noise is about? Dates are published on 

the village notice-boards. The next dates are December  

14th & 21st and January 11th, 18th & 25th. For more 

details please contact Eleanor Gardiner on 01900 

85035. 



Lorton Parish Council Contacts 

Cllr. Chris Poate (Chair)  Yew Tree View, High Lorton, CA13 9UJ  01900 85265  

Cllr. Glenis Postlethwaite (V. Chair) Armaside Farm, Lorton CA13    01900 85616 

Cllr. Peter Deeks   Lime Tree Cottage, Low Lorton CA13   01900 85753 

Cllr. Steve Irlam   Beckside House, Low Lorton CA13   01900 85336 

Cllr Ian Aitken    Fellside, High Lorton CA13 9UL   01900 85787 

Cllr. Ian Armstrong    Terrace Farm, Lorton CA13 9TX   01900 85278 

Cllr. Chris Edmunds   Rose Barn, High Lorton CA13 9UQ   07741 260699 

 

David Smith (Parish Clerk)  Ivy Cottage, Blennerhasset, Wigton CA7 3QR  016973 23296 

           Mobile: 07742 224775 

               Email: lortonparishclerk@gmail.com 

Allerdale Borough Councillor: 

Cllr. Tony Annison   37 The Paddocks, Thursby, Carlisle CA5 6PB  01228 712637 

Cumbria County Councillor: 

Cllr. Alan Bowness    High Waverbridge House, Bolton Low Houses CA7 8PN 016973 71322 

The Melbreak Communities Website: - www.melbreakcommunities.org.uk 

Problems on the road: If you have a concerns about a pot-hole, flooding, a blocked drain or a salt/grit bin that needs filling, 

then call the new Highways Hotline number, 0300 303 2992, to report it or go online at:  

www.cumbria.gov.uk/highwayshotline  

Problems with litter: Allerdale Borough Council on 01900 702800 or email: cleansing@allerdale.gov.uk  

Problems with lights: If you know of a street light that is not working or faulty then get in touch with Allerdale Borough 

Council on 01900 702770 or email: footway.lights@allerdale.gov.uk  

Get on the email list: If you would like to receive copies of the papers for each Council meeting together with Road closure 

alerts etc. then please let the Clerk  (see above) have your email address. 

 

 

The Wheatsheaf Inn 

Low Lorton, Cockermouth 
Cumbria CA13 9UW 

Tel: 01900 85199  
 

Pensioner’s lunch: Fridays 12 noon to 2pm: 
£6.95 (includes tea or coffee) 

Add a pudding for £1.50 
 

Wednesday Quiz night: starts at 9pm 
 

Thursdays: Fresh fish and steak night 
(includes a free drink with all steaks) 

http://www.embletonparish.com/

