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Warthog on Lorton parish Bridle way. Now thought to 

be sporting a green hair cut...anyone finding the 

beast can send photographic evidence to the clerk’s 

email lortonparishclerk@gmail.com PRIZE to first 

email correctly identifying the location.  

 
Parish Website: www.melbreakcommunities.org.uk   Contact Email Address: lortonparishclerk@gmail.com 

Litter Picking in Low Lorton 

It has been the ambition of the Parish Council for some time to organise some litter picking in the village, 

particularly in Low Lorton from Lorton Cross up to Shatton Lodge.  We obtained some litter pickers from 

Allerdale DC along with some bin bags and gloves, then ran into problems of timing and weather and 

questions about public liability, insurance, and Risk Assessment. 

However, we persevered and jumped through all the hoops, and finally ten people got together on a rainy 

Sunday morning in April.  We met at the bus stop at Lorton Cross at 0930, just as a heavy shower 

started. We completed the safety briefing in the bus stop, and after some debate and after the rain eased 

we decided to go ahead, and fortunately the rain did not continue. 

Glenis Postlethwaite had already done both sides of the road from Shatton Hall to the Cockermouth side 

of Cass How, so we did from Lorton Cross up to a little past Cass How. Glenis had already collected six 

bags of rubbish, plus the front bumper of a car; and we collected another 4 or 5 bags, so overall the 

whole thing was very successful. 

Traffic marshalling was key, with a marshal at each end of the litter collecting gang to warn of the traffic 

(using whistles) and to stop/slow down the traffic and to control the movement of cars through the 

group. This was vital on the windy bits, particularly around Cass How. Most drivers seemed very 

appreciative. 

Many, many, thanks to all those who turned out. A gang of 10 or so seems the perfect number with 8 or 

more picking and two traffic marshals. Those who took part were: Steve Irlam, Sandra Meier, Laura 

Meier, Hazel Meier, Jane Cruikshank, Pam Jaques, Mike Jaques, Penny Poole, James Deeks and Peter 

Deeks 

Nick Young has done a survey of the rest of the village, and in the main most of the village is quite clear 

with minimal litter found. However, it is clear that the northern entrance into the village is the worst, and 

Glenis dealt with much of this on her own. It seems to be just the right distance from Cockermouth for 

stuff to be thrown out of car windows. The stretch around Cass How definitely requires Traffic Marshals, 

due to the poor sight lines. By prior agreement with Allerdale the collected litter was left next to the bus 

stop for collection on the Monday.                                            

Peter Deeks, Parish Councillor 

Pictures of the enthusiast team inside.  
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Vice-chairs jottings for Summer 2018 

As I pen this at the end of June hasn’t the weather been remarkable?  It has certainly 

chased away the winter blues. Our local wildlife is thriving.  There are more hares this 

year than I have seen for a very long time.  It is a real joy to see them and people are 

smiling! Wonderful! 

Have you been to look at the Lorton school poly-tunnel?  This year the plants are looking 

good with the aid of some good farm yard manure.  New chicken wire now excludes the 

rabbits but there may be an ant problem in one bed; there is always something to battle 

against!  The children continue to impress with their knowledge and enthusiasm and a good 

watering regime means there may be some vegetables ready before the end of the school 

term.  Please do go and look (outside school hours) and feel free to use the watering cans.   

The outcome of the recent transport survey conducted at a Coffee and Cakes morning was 

interesting.  Pot holes and poor drainage were of concern across the whole Melbreak 

Community area. Cumbria County Council has been busy improving our local road network 

and we hope they have adequately addressed these issues. The excessive speed of the log 

wagons travelling down from Whinlatter and the chaotic parking at the Centre were of 

concern.  Lorton PC has already acted by inviting the Whinlatter Centre’s manager to a parish 

council meeting.  The conversation was positive, and the log-wagon drivers will be notified of 

our concerns.  Parking is a bit more difficult to monitor.  People using Whinlatter are 

encouraged to use the car parks and occasionally the police are called to enforce legal parking 

practices. Hedges overhanging the highway at Armaside Farm were noted.  As owner of the 

said hedges I will be writing a short article for the winter newsletter about our hedge 

management. 

As always, do come to the Parish Council meetings if you have any concerns.  It is hoped the 

full survey outcome will be on the MBC website asap. 

The MBC Energy project is progressing.  A desk-top survey of the four parishes identified 

thirteen hydro sites.  Three have been chose as offering the best potential.  The group is now 

applying for funding for a consultant to conduct a feasibility study.  Government’s commitment 

to community hydro is not guaranteed and there may be policy changes ahead BUT until we 

know for certain we will continue to progress the project. There has been a positive response 

from the landowners, so watch this space and get involved if you are interested.  There will be 

another visit to a local hydro site later this year to which you are all welcome.   

Wednesday July 11th starts the Make and Mend series of workshops…get your sewing 

needles at the ready, some workshops don’t need needles but regardless of your 

experience do come and get involved.  Check the MBC website for full details.  Let’s be 

creative and help reduce the volume of clothing going into landfill. 

MBC is considering a small tree planting project. If you own land with either a Bridleway 

or footpath and would be prepared to plant the odd tree can you, please contact me.    

Do come along to any of our Parish council meetings and meet the councillors.  Some old 

faces but we do have two new councillors, Nick Young and Julian Cruickshank.  Our 

previous Clerk, Dave Smith, left recently and we will miss his guiding hand.  We are 

probably a difficult bunch to manage and I sincerely hope our new Clerk, Mike Milner will 

keep us on the straight and narrow!  Come and meet us all, meeting dates elsewhere in this 

newsletter.                   Glenis Postlethwaite, Lorton Parish Council vice chairman. 

Don’t forget Loweswater Show Sunday 2nd September, 

opposite New House Farm, Lorton Valley 



 
 

The enthusiastic litter pickers certainly looked a happy bunch when doing team bonding in the bus 

shelter. How many litter pickers can you get in one bus shelter? Future charity event, perhaps?  

 

Is Boon Beck bridge moving? 

 

Future parish council meeting dates all in Yew Tree Hall at 7.30pm 

Wednesday September 5th. Wednesday 7th November. 

Note the January 2019 meeting is Wednesday 9th  

The annual parish meeting were local clubs are invited to provide a report will be  

Wednesday 6th March and Wednesday 1st May will be parish council AGM for election of chairman.    

There is a vacancy for a parish councillor, please contact the chair for more info. 

 

The top picture on the left was taken at the end of March 2018 and 

the lower one at the beginning of June 2018, has the parapet 

moved? Following the milk tanker colliding with the Pound wall 

concerns about the safety of the bridge parapet have again been 

raised. Cumbria Highways did have the repairs built into the 

2019/20 budget, but now they are going to carryout the repair this 

coming September. Their bridge technician has advised Lorton’s 

parish clerk that the work should take 3 or 4 days and will 

obviously involve a road closure, although foot traffic will be able to 

use the bridge during the repair except if vehicle movements 

involved with the repair are in progress. Your parish council, on the 

grounds of public safety, support the decision to bring the repair 

forward and thought that an early use of the Lorton Newsletter to 

advertise the potential disruption would be appreciated by local 

residents. Highways will firm up on the dates for closure and let 

local residents know. Notices will be put in all High and Low Lorton 

noticeboards but if you have any questions contact one of the 

parish councillors or the clerk, contact details are on the back page.  



Neighbourhood Planning 

Following the article in the Winter 2017 newsletter, the Parish Council have been looking 

further into this issue. This has included discussions with other Parish Councils that have 

gone down this line. 

Some of the things we have found out: The process takes a considerable period of time. 

Three or more years seems to be quite common. The process is time consuming. One 

recommendation is that the process requires a working party of at least twelve people. The 

benefits for a Parish such as ours are “questionable”.   

The Parish Council have therefore come to the conclusion that we do not have the 

resources, or the capability go any further with this at this time. 

The Parish Council would like to thank those who have made a contribution to this 

discussion. 

Peter Deeks. Parish Councillor 

Meet new councillor Julian Cruickshank 

Lorton Parish Council Contacts 

Cllr Chris Poate (chair)       Yew Tree View, High Lorton, CA13 9UJ.                   01900 85265 

Cllr Glenis Postlethwaite (V.Chair)   Armaside Farm, Lorton, CA13 9TL                01900 85616 

Cllr Peter Deeks                   Lime Tree Cottage, Low Lorton CA13 9UW             01900 85753 

Cllr Steve Irlam                   Beckside House, Low Lorton, CA13 9UW                01900 85336 

Cllr Nick Young                  Whinfell View, Low Lorton, CA13 9UW                    01900 85058 

Cllr Julian Cruickshank            Haresfield, High Lorton, CA13 9UL                      01900 85725 

 

Mike Milner (Parish Clerk) 54, Wentworth Park, Stainburn Workington. CA14 1XP 

01900 66040, 07709765005, email lortonparishclerk@gmail.com  

 

 

 Julian has lived in Lorton with his wife Jane and two sons Robert 

and James since 2008 and works in the Environmental Remediation of the Sellafield site.  A geologist by 

training at Durham, he fell under the spell of the Lakes during his first visit from University and came 

back every year to walk and sail until the chance to work in Cumbria arose.  He is now the only member 

of the family to put an “r” in bath but in every other respect considers himself to be a Cumbrian 

(though does travel back every so often to his last home of Wigan to watch the Latics).  His household 

has recently been expanded by the arrival of his father, Darrell, who is currently keeping the bus service 

busy but who will soon be in training to cycle about when the summer service ends. 

What is the most important lesson life has taught you? Live in the present, look for the positive and 

understand that others may see things from a different perspective What do you enjoy?  Fell jogging, 

pushing a mountain bike, ferreting around old mine workings, drifting about in a boat and the company 

of family and friends What is your favourite…..? I don’t have one, there are many good things and I am 

lucky enough to be happy with the variety that life brings The best thing about living in Lorton is....? 

The total package, its community life and the beauty and attractiveness of it as a place to live.  
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