
Welcome to the Summer Edition of the Lorton Parish Newsletter. There is a range of 

interesting articles and activities to consider with the usual challenges facing us due to 

Highways works and now the added fiasco of the  Allerdale Waste Collection Services. 

However, with the wonderful weather we have had so far this Summer, it is hard not have a 

smile on ones face... 

Lorton School held is Annual  Sports day and Summer Fayre on the 11th July, and said 

‘goodbye’  to fourteen children, moving on to secondary school. Seven new children will be 

starting in September, and the popular Mother and Toddler Group continues to meet on 

Friday mornings in the school hall. 

Thanks are due to the Garden club, and those who are watering the Flower tubs around the 

village, the flowers are doing well despite the heat. 

We are proud of the fact that Lorton usually looks a tidy, well cared for village. However, the 

Parish Council, is planning some changes ahead with regard to the grass cutting and 

maintenance  contracts . These changes will really take place next year, but in the 

meantime, some may notice areas where the grass is no longer being cut each month. 

The informative article by Tanya St. Pierre  stresses the vital importance of increasing our 

wildflowers, many of which have been severely diminished over recent years. Linked to this 

decline is the reduction in the bee population, vital to the ecological systems. While 

maintaining the verges and ensuring visibility at junctions, we can also start to make a 

positive change by reducing the cutting in some areas and creating ‘corridors’ adjacent to 

the hedges that animals can use. Of course, this is not just the Parish Council’s 

responsibility, so it is hoped that everyone may play a part in their own gardens, increasing 

the diversity of our wildflowers, and wildlife and insects. 

Congratulations to St. Cuthbert’s Church on being awarded an Echo Church Bronze Award. 

Lorton school children recently undertook an initial wildflower survey in the Churchyard, and 

a number of bird boxes and hedgehog houses are now installed in the area around the 

church. 

Come along to the next Parish Council meeting at 7.30 on Wednesday 4th September to 

share your views.                                           

                        Chris Poate 

Take a seat! 

Visitors to the Hall may have noticed our new comfy chairs. 

We now have 52 folding and 54 fixed-back chairs in use. 

The old red ones served us well but were heavy to move 

and awkward to stack and happily have now gone. The new 

replacements were possible in part through our regular 

fund-raising and in part through the additional generosity of 

regular users and individuals who sponsored a chair.   Thank 

you to all from the Yew Tree Hall Management Committee. 
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Film Nights in Yew Tree Hall 

  We have just come to the end of another season of film nights 

in the hall. We had six films in a variety of genres. We had a 

Robert Redford double bill with food, the best picture Oscar 

winner, Greenbook, Peterloo,  a film so long we had an interval, 

and two foreign language films, The Guilty (Danish) and Cold 

War (Polish,  black and white). It's fabulous to have the 

opportunity to see such films in our village hall,  and, in the 

process,  raise money for the hall.  This is made possible by the 

excellent help and support of Cine North, now based at Eden 

Arts in Penrith, and the Kirkgate Centre in Cockermouth.  This 

season the Cine North worker got us the licence for Butch 

Cassidy. Also,  they had negotiated a deal for 6 films for the price of 5, so that we were able to be 

more adventurous in our programming.  

But village hall cinema also needs volunteers. A film night requires the equipment to be transported to and from 

the Kirkgate – an estate car or similar is necessary. The screen has to be assembled which needs 5/6 people as it 

is quite heavy. On the night someone has to do the box office and someone else the bar.  The drink has also to 

be bought and transported. Usually there is no shortage of helpers for dismantling the screen and washing up 

after the film, but it would be great to have a larger team of volunteers for collection and setup, then everyone 

would have to do it less often. If you can help call me, 0190085035, or email gardinereleanor@gmail.com. 

The Melbreak Communities. 

The Annual General meeting of The Melbreak Communities took place on 24th of June,2019,  at the 

Loweswater Village Hall. The meeting was well attended with representatives of all the four parishes, 

Lorton, Loweswater, Blind Bothel and Buttermere. Now in its 10th year, the MBC is a ‘live community 

action plan’, with an active website that provides up to date information with regard to what is going on 

in the valley. Projects include the Emergency Plan, Renewable Energy, Dark Skies, Make and Mend and 

the ever popular social event, Coffee and Cakes. 

No longer funded by any grants, the MBC  finances now rely on the donation from the Lorton Oil Group. 

This amounted to £575.00 in the last year, and thanks are due to Liz Roberts, the co-ordinator of LOG, 

and the members, whose £20 annual fee ensures the MBC has an income. 

Thanks, were also expressed to Carolyn Davis, who for several years has been undertaking three roles, 

that of secretary, treasurer and organising the monthly Coffee mornings. Time for Carolyn to take a 

much needed break, so the MBC is looking for someone to take over the role of secretary and treasurer. 

Please get in touch if you are interested and come along to the quarterly meetings, dates advertised in 

The Link, and on the website. 

Lorton Parish Council Contacts 

Cllr Chris Poate (chair)       Yew Tree View, High Lorton, CA13 9UJ.                   01900 85265 

Cllr Glenis Postlethwaite (V.Chair)   Armaside Farm, Lorton, CA13 9TL                01900 85616 

Cllr Peter Deeks                   Lime Tree Cottage, Low Lorton CA13 9UW             01900 85753 

Cllr Steve Irlam                   Beckside House, Low Lorton, CA13 9UW                01900 85336 

Cllr Julian Cruickshank            Haresfield, High Lorton, CA13 9UL                      01900 85725 

Cllr Pam Jaques                      Fairfield, High Lorton, CA13 9TX                        01900 85051 

Mike Milner (Parish Clerk) 54, Wentworth Park, Stainburn Workington. CA14 1XP 

                    01900 66040, 07709765005, email lortonparishclerk@gmail.com  

Parish Council meetings for 2019. 

Wednesday September 4th.       Wednesday November 6th 
All meetings in Yew Tree Hall and commence 7.30pm 

Don’t forget The Loweswater Show. Sunday 1st September . Opposite New House Farm. 
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Managing verges for wildlife 

Teeming with insect life and a riot of colour, well managed roadside verges are not only important for 

wildlife but can be visually stunning. The procession of colour through the year – violets, cowslips, 

bluebells, ox-eye daisies, orchids, foxgloves and knapweed keep us in touch with the changing seasons, 

and are a welcome addition to any parish, delighting passers-by, helping to cheer hearts and souls.  

Alarmingly, the abundance of all wildlife has fallen in the UK and more than 1 in 10 UK species is 

threatened with extinction, this includes 250 different species of wild pollinator that provide a crucial job 

of pollinating our food crops and flowering plants. The UK is now one of the most nature-depleted 

countries in the world. 

Does this matter for us living in Lorton though? Surely wildlife can thrive and blossom within our stunning 

hills and mountains? Sadly, this is not the case, the mountains look superb but in terms of biodiversity 

much of what we see is an ecological desert with only a few species dominating – usually those that 

sheep find unpalatable, such as bracken, rush and purple moor grass which support very little wildlife. 

Heather looks amazing but only flowers for a few weeks in August. Our pollinators, beetles and bugs and 

then all the species which feed off them such as swifts and swallows are all too rapidly being driven to 

the edge of extinction. Whilst change needs to happen to support wildlife better on a landscape scale, we 

can also help reverse this trend by a few simple actions. Plant our gardens in a wildlife friendly manner 

and allow the verges next to our roads to become wildlife havens and pathways.  

More than 700 species of wild plants, almost 

half of the native flora of the UK can be found 

on road verges, which are often remnants of a 

once wildflower-rich landscape that has 

managed to survive untouched by fertilisers, 

herbicides and pesticides. With over 97% of 

wildflower rich meadows lost and 50% of our 

ancient woodlands and hedgerows destroyed 

since the 1930s, roadside verges are 

increasingly becoming vital habitats that 

provide refuge for wildlife. Roadside verges 

also have the potential to be incredibly 

valuable corridors of continuous habitat 

enabling pollinators (and other wildlife) to travel 

through an otherwise flower barren landscape.  

In recognition of this Highways England has recently committed £1 million to increase the biodiversity of 

its verges, and is currently working with Cumbria Wildlife Trust to do so. This funding only covers parts of 

the A66 and A595 trunk roads. Cumbria County Council also takes into account environmental 

considerations for verges, however, with cuts to services, increasingly this responsibility falls to Parish 

Councils. Whilst road safety is paramount, there’s a real opportunity for Parish Councils to make a big 

difference. 

Sensitively managed verges can supply a diverse source of nectar and pollen in spring and summer, helping 

to raise the survival rate of queen bumblebees up to four times. Allowing hedgerow flora to flourish will also 

provide wildlife corridors and shelter for endangered species such as hedgehogs. Where conditions are right, 

and soil fertility is low, even on the smallest of verges, common spotted, northern marsh, or rarer butterfly 

or bee orchids can be found. Managing verges for wildlife can be very simple – and can look great too! 

Tanya St. Pierre, High Lorton resident and Cumbria Wildlife Trust ‘Get Cumbria Buzzing!’ 

Project Manager. http://bit.ly/cumbria-buzz 

August  Coffee and Cakes  Hosted by Lorton Tennis Club  Saturday 10th August 10.30- 12.00   

at The Yew Tree Hall. 
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Orchids on a roadside verge near Garrigil village, Cumbria. 
Courtesy Rebecca Barrett, North Pennines AONB. 

http://bit.ly/cumbria-buzz


CUMBRIA DARK NIGHTS 

  Cumbria has some of the darkest skies in 

the country. They give people the rare 

opportunity to enjoy the tranquillity of a star 

filled landscape and the wonder of the Milky 

Way, and are vital to human well-being, 

wildlife and the health of the planet.  

It’s easy to take our dark skies for granted, but troubling to note that over the last four years alone, light pollution 

over the surface of the earth has increased 2% each year. Scientists have noted the ‘Rebound effect’ in the 

expected gains of efficient and cost-saving technologies such as LEDs. That is, consumer behaviour has been 

simply to use more of them. There is no formal legislation in the UK today that protects the nightscape from light 

pollution. In Cumbria, night time brightness grew 40 fold on average between 1993 and 2000.Increased artificial 

lighting adds an additional burden to our declining and threatened wildlife. Pollinating, foraging and migratory 

habits of wildlife are adversely impacted. The extreme brightness of LEDs on the white blue spectrum are proving 

particularly devastating on insect populations. Friends of the Lake District is campaigning to safeguard the skies of 

the Lake District and for wider Cumbria by raising awareness of the issues and educating communities on how to 

reduce their lighting impact. It is also working with County and Lake District partners to determine the feasibility 

and boundary for an internationally recognised Dark Skies Reserve in Cumbria. 

Installation of security surveillance cameras in Lorton. 

The Easter addition of Lorton newsletter had contained an article on the possible installation of such 

cameras in the parish, requesting residents views. The clerk at the May meeting outlined the costs, the 

need for donor buildings to fix the cameras too, plus those buildings providing a source of power and 

Wi-Fi to enable the clerk and one other authorised councillor to view the material recorded, which would 

only be number plate recognition, not visual recognition of vehicle occupants. After discussions about 

how the system could be funded, the council concluded the system would be a large undertaking, 

complicated to implement and as the invited input of local residents of Lorton indicated the council’s and 

local residents efforts could be better deployed on road safety. Council agreed that at this time 

surveillance cameras are not a priority community project.  

 

Road sign finger posts and road closures information on Highways website 

  In Lorton you are lucky to have a selection of heritage 

finger posts. A resident noticed a broken one the other day 

and contacted the clerk and parish chair. Can I suggest 

that if you see a local broken sign you put it in your boot, 

beware it will be heavy, and take it to Lorton Store. Then 

contact the clerk because I have a direct line to the lady 

who looks after their restoration and I will get it picked up 

promptly from the shop. A thank you to the shop for 

acting as collection point. On the topic of road closures can 

I make all aware that various outside contractors have 

access to the highways website and can put up PROPOSED 

but NOT APPROVED closures. Lee at the shop was unable 

to find out any details of a recent 4 week August closure in 

Low Lorton. Again, I have the email of the road closure 

lady so any queries contact the clerk and I will soon resolved agreed from hopeful.  

 

Lorton Oil Group.  Deadline Dates for orders. 5th October 2019, 30th Nov 2019, 11th Jan 2020 

7th March 2020, 9th May 2020. To join LOG contact Liz Roberts : lortonoilgroup@gmail.com 

 

 


