
 

Thoughts of the Chair. 

Welcome everyone, to  the December 2019  Lorton Parish Newsletter. 

 It’s been a busy year in the village, with the various Highways, United Utilities 

and BT works frequently causing residents and visitors confusion with diversions 

that have not always been necessary. Church Lane remains closed to traffic as I 

write, with many walkers enjoying the opportunity to walk along enjoying the 

views of the fells without the need to jump into the hedges every time a car 

races by ! 

However, the Parish Council has decided to purchase our own Lorton Open 

as Usual signs, which can be used to ensure that when future road works 

occur, Lorton Shop, the Wheatsheaf and other local businesses are not 

bypassed,  and drivers are not forced to waste time and fuel on unnecessary 

detours. 

As you can see from the information in 

the newsletter, there is plenty going on 

to occupy the dark winter nights, Table 

Tennis and Bowls, Film Nights, Garden 

Club and WI  and the Lorton and Derwent 

Fells History Soc amongst the regular 

events meetings in the Yew Tree Hall. 

Must not forget the enthusiasm and 

professional experience Cllr Tanya St 

Pierre has brought to wilding Lorton verges, see page 2, thanks Tanya and team.  

Several houses have changed hands in recent months, so if you are new to the 

village, a warm welcome, check out the notice boards, and the Melbreak 

Communities website to see what is going on each week, and come along and 

put some names to faces. 

Lorton Village Shop is also a central meeting point, with excellent coffee and 

cake and space for a chat, plus fresh bread  and a wide range of local produce. 

Orders can be taken. 

Thank you to those who have taken the trouble to email the clerk with views on 

items raised in our Newsletter. It is always heartening to have some feedback 

especially on controversial topics, such as the Street Lighting, some in favour of 

the need for lights for safety reason, others preferring the Dark Skies and no 

street lighting. Contributions are welcome so get in touch. 

Hope to see you at the next Parish Council Meeting on January 8th, 7.30 pm in 

the Yew Tree Hall. All that remains is for me to wish all residents on behalf of 

myself and the parish council a Merry Christmas and Prosperous New Year. 

                                             

Chris Poate,   chair. 
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Lorton Verge Project Update 
 

Earlier this year Lorton Parish Council looked at ways they could help improve the village for wildlife. One 
effective and relatively simply option would be to increase wildflowers on the verges and green spaces around 
Lorton.  

 
It's been well documented that by changing the grass cutting regime to remove grass clippings and allow 
plants to flower during summer months has instant benefits, helping to provide food and refuge for wildlife. In 
addition to this, adding seed or plugs plants of species local to the area can help boost the number of 
wildflowers, on which many of our pollinators depend.  

 
At the same time St Cuthbert’s Church in Lorton was 
working towards gaining Eco-church status and 
wished to create wildflower areas and put up bird 
and bat boxes around the church grounds. So, we 
joined forces, and put a call out for volunteers to 
help.  

 
On Sunday 29 September we were joined by 15-20 
hardy souls who braved the wet weather to help 
rake and scarify areas, to expose bare ground. After 
adding seed and wildflower plugs to the church 
grounds, the party moved to Cross Gates 
crossroads, where two large circular areas were 
scarified.                                                                                                           Photo, Rosemary Riley.  

 
A seed mix containing wildflower species that you would find in a Cumbrian hay meadow such as  betony, 
yellow rattle, ox eye daisy, and knapweed (some of which were collected locally) was added. Across the road, 
spring flowering bulbs and plants such as snowdrops, wood anemones, primroses and cowslips were planted 
under the silver birch.  

 
Other verges around the village were also scarified 
(by hand rake!!) and a flowering lawn mix of short 
growing species such as white clover, yellow rattle, 
common daisy, vetches, speedwells and eyebright 
was sown. Native daffodils were planted near Lorton 
Low Bridge road, and betony plug plants added to 
others.  

 
In total, 36 different flower species were added to 
seven verges around the village, which hopefully 
over time, with the right ongoing care and 
management, will flourish.  We may have to be 
patient though, the best wildflower habitats in the 
land are ancient, taking thousands of years in their 
making! 

 
 

Thanks goes to Rosemary Riley, Eco-Church Leader, those who helped promote and organise the day, Neville 
Mills who designed a fantastic event poster, and most importantly of all, everyone who braved the weather 
and came and put in some really hard graft on the day, without complaint!  

 
A generous donation of £50 was given to the project by an anonymous supporter. Councillor Tanya St. 
Pierre donated the rope and fencing pins, which Miles Postlethwaite kindly adapted. 

                                 

                                    Tanya St Pierre, Lorton parish councillor 
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A good turn out by local residents, all lending a helping hand and 

rake! 29 September 2019. Photo Pam Jacques. 

 



Melbreak Communities Hydro Scheme Update on Progress 

The December 2018 Parish Newsletter included a report about the start of a feasibility study to 

examine the potential for a community hydro scheme on three watercourses. Mill Beck in Buttermere, 

Mosedale Beck in Loweswater and Whit Beck in Lorton. That study has now been completed and the 

hydro group are planning for the next stage. 

The study found that only one of the three potential sites offers a realistic and economical potential for 

development. Whit Beck has some ecological limitations that could not easily be mitigated. Mosedale 

Beck would be uneconomic to develop at the level of water flow available. Mill Beck in Buttermere 

appears to be technically feasible with few significant design and installation issues. The study also 

concluded it is likely the necessary permits and permissions can be secured at this site. 

To take this forward, there now needs to be a more detailed technical investigation into the site to 

confirm its viability. This will include ecological studies and public engagement. The Melbreak 

Communities will be seeking further funding from the Rural Communities Energy Fund for the next 

round of work and will publicise consultations and progress over the course of 2020. 

                                                                    Aine Kelly,  Hydro Group Chair 

News from the Yew Tree Hall 

Users of the Hall might have noticed we've had a new coat of paint in the main hall and support room, 

with a change of colour away from the old blue/grey paintwork. Local decorator Spencer Ivison and his 

team did a great job in good time and the Hall remained in use throughout the work. 

 Thanks to all users for coping with any disruption and to members of the committee for a post-paint 

clean-up and rejuvenated curtains. Check the dates for upcoming events in the Hall including our 

Coffee Morning on Saturday 14th December, two Films on 9th and 10thJanuary, and a Valentine's night 

Fundraising Supper to warm everyone up on Friday 14th February. 

Use of the hall has increased significantly on weekday evenings, and weekends are becoming popular 

for private events. If you are thinking of holding an event, day time/evening or weekends please 

contact Derek Poate or Bob Baird as soon as possible to avoid disappointment. You can check the 

availability of the Hall via the MBC website, if you follow the link from Lorton Parish to the Yew Tree 

Hall. 

Lorton Parish Council Contacts 

Cllr Chris Poate (chair)       Yew Tree View, High Lorton, CA13 9UJ.                   01900 85265 

Cllr Glenis Postlethwaite (V.Chair)   Armaside Farm, Lorton, CA13 9TL                01900 85616 

Cllr Peter Deeks                   Lime Tree Cottage, Low Lorton CA13 9UW             01900 85753 

Cllr Steve Irlam                   Beckside House, Low Lorton, CA13 9UW                01900 85336 

Cllr Julian Cruickshank            Haresfield, High Lorton, CA13 9UL                      01900 85725 

Cllr Pam Jaques                      Fairfield, High Lorton, CA13 9TX                        01900 85051 

Cllr Tanya St Pierre            2, Smithy Fold, High Lorton, CA13 9UH                   07816475486 

Mike Milner (Parish Clerk) 54, Wentworth Park, Stainburn Workington. CA14 1XP 

                    01900 66040, 07709765005, email lortonparishclerk@gmail.com  

Parish Council meetings for 2020. 

Wednesday January 8th. Wednesday March 4th, includes village parish meeting 
Wednesday 6th May includes parish council AGM. Wednesday 1st July, 

Wednesday 2nd September, Wednesday 4th November. 
All meetings in Yew Tree Hall and commence 7.30pm. 
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LORTON FILM NIGHT.  YEW TREE HALL  THURSDAY 9TH AND 

FRIDAY 10TH JANUARY 2020 

Two consecutive film nights at the start of January, starting with Thursday 9th, 

The film has been described as, 'A musical 

fantasy about the fantastical human story of 

Elton John's breakthrough years.' Based on a 

'true fantasy', the film follows Elton John on 

his journey to becoming a music icon, 

transforming from a shy piano prodigy 

Reginald Dwight into international superstar 

Elton John. 

 

Then on Friday 10th  

Yesterday is a comedy with fantasy elements about a musician named 

Jack (Himesh Patel) who, after an accident, wakes up to a world in 

which the Beatles never existed -- and all their hit songs can be his.     

Doors open at 7pm both nights and the film’s start at 7.30pm. 

There is a bar and if you watch just one film entrance is £5, but if 

you book for both nights, then tickets are only £4 per film.   

 

 

In this day of ever dwindling bank branches and post 

office counters remember that Lorton does have a regular 

visit from the mobile post office. A range of Post Office 

Services, including CASH, is available at Lorton Mobile 

Post Office. Every Friday, 13.10 to 13.30. Outside No 4, 

Broomcroft, near the Tennis Club. Please support this 

community service. 

 

The local Lorton Community First Responders (CFR) 

team was set up in 2005 with 7 active CFRs to help 

people in the valley in the event of them having heart or 

breathing problems. First Responders are trained to help 

the patient in those vital minutes before a paramedic or 

ambulance crew arrive. The First Responders,  are 

holding a Mulled Wine and Mince Pies, fund raising event 

on Tuesday 17th December, between 6-8 at the Yew 

Tree Hall. Please support the volunteers from the valley 

who provide this valuable service for us all. 

FINALLY: The Melbreak Communities are hosting the regular Coffee Morning on  Saturday 

11th January 2020. Yew Tree Hall, 10.30- 12. 

Start the New Year with enthusiastic residents of the of the valley who will update you on 

latest community projects and share your ideas with others. 

 

 Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year 
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