
                                                    

Welcome to our Winter Newsletter. 

Lorton in Lock Down, phase 2. After the relative freedom of the Summer months, we 

are all facing more of a challenge with dark nights and chilly weather. 

However, as we head toward the end of 2020, we are all looking forward to positive 

news in relation to developments in the management of COVID 19. In the meantime 

we would again like to thank everyone who has continued to help others, keeping an 

eye on neighbours, shopping, collecting vegetables and fruit from Cockermouth etc. 

In October, the 5th Anniversary of Lorton Village Shop was marked in style, see the 

photo inside. Lee and Arwen continue to provide an amazing service to the 

community, 6 days a week. Looking for Christmas gifts, take a peek at the back of 

the shop. 

Your Parish Council met in September and November via Zoom, with members of 

the public able to participate and join discussions. Do join future meetings if you 

can. 

We are particularly keen to seek the views of all residents with regard to the 

streetlights in the village. The separate sheet inside the Newsletter explains the 

current situation, and also makes reference to the Dark Skies Initiative lead by 

Friends of the Lake District. 

We have arranged a special zoom meeting on Friday December 4th, at 19.00 pm 

where Jack Ellerby will give an informative talk about Dark Skies, and how Lorton’s 

lights might be reviewed. 

If you want your views heard, then please complete the questionnaire, and return it 

to any of the councillors, or send an email to our clerk, Mike Milner. 

Looking ahead, The Yew Tree Hall committee have been busy, planning an outside 

Winter Wonderland Event, which will be held on Sunday December 20th. This should 

provide some fun, and an opportunity to get creative. As no other Christmas 

activities are able to take place in the hall this year, so we need to make the best 

use of gardens and open spaces !  See the advert for details. 

                                                              Chris Poate.  
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Your Precept - Your Ideas Please! 

Parish councils are funded by a small part of your Council Tax known as the parish precept.  There are 

several statutory obligations to fund but we also like to have new projects which might enhance our 

community and environment. Recently, for example the PC have supported the Verge Wildflower Project 

within the village.  

Although the pot of money from the precept is not great, we would be delighted to hear from and 

residents with innovative ideas for the future. Simple things could make a big difference.  For example, 

some residents in High Lorton have recently suggested that some discrete “Red Squirrel” signs between 

the Village Hall and Crossgates as this could help save the lives of some of our most endangered 

mammals. We are so lucky to have them locally.  Road safety and speeding through the village is a 

problem so thoughts on how to improve this would be helpful. 

We need more projects to consider so think hard and contact any Parish Councillor with your 

ideas.  

                                                          Councillor    Pam Jaques  

“Five Years – Five Star Service” 

People in Lorton have been celebrating the 5th Anniversary of Lorton Village Shop also 
known as the ‘Shed with a View’. The site has been used for a shop for around 100 years 

but the last shop had been closed for a few years when Lee, Arwen and their daughter 
Kelda moved into the Valley and took it on 5 years ago. The shop is a focal point of the 
community and has made a real difference to the people of High and Low Lorton. They have 

always gone out of their way to help the older residents of the village but during lockdown 
and the ongoing Covid restrictions, they have kept the village supplied with essentials and 

delivered orders to people who are self-isolating.  

    In the past Lee and Arwen have 
organised events for the village to 

mark the anniversaries but this year, 
because of Covid, their plans had 
been shelved. They arrived at the 

shop on Friday to find it had been 
decorated up with two new planters 

and home-made bunting that people 
in the village had been secretly 
decorating with messages and 

pictures. People think very highly of 
the family, they work incredibly hard 

for our community and it was good to 
let them know how much they’re 
valued. The shop reflects Lee and 

Arwen’s ethical and environmental priorities and supports many of our community activities. 

DARK SKIES ZOOM MEETING 

In her chair’s notes Chris tells residents about the Dark Skies project and inside this newsletter is 

a loose leaf sheet for you LORTON residents only too return to a councillor or scan and email to 

lortonparishclerk@gmail.com to indicate their preference on Lorton lighting. However, on Friday 

4th December at 7pm, Jack Ellerby, Cumbria Dark Skies Project Officer will attend a Zoom meeting 

hosted by the parish council to fully explain the project to not just Lorton Residents, but any 

interested Melbreak Valley residents. To attend the meeting, all are welcome, please contact the 

Lorton clerk Mike Milner on the above email and you will receive a copy of the Zoom invitation.  
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Meet your parish councillor Tanya St Pierre 

Tanya has lived in Lorton with her husband Dave and her collie dog Nell since 2014, and works for Cumbria 
Wildlife Trust as their ‘Get Cumbria Buzzing!’ Project Manager. Having always loved nature and the 
outdoors, she became a Trainee Warden for the National Trust early on in her career before completing a 
Sport Science degree and PGCE in Primary Education, going on to teach in schools in Pembrokeshire and 
the Yorkshire Dales. She then worked for a variety of environmental organisations including Natural England 
and the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust, working closely with farmers to restore hay meadows, and with 
local communities and schools to deliver educational and environmental activities, creating a series of 
community meadows across the Yorkshire Dales.  

Having spent many happy childhood holidays walking and camping in the Lake District, moving to Lorton 
was an obvious choice for Tanya and her husband. Both love rock climbing, fell walking, and simply being 
outdoors, and have always lived in areas of natural beauty, 
which of course Lorton has in bucket loads. 

 What makes you happy As I write, we have not just one but 
two red squirrels visiting our bird table to fetch hazelnuts and 
bury them in our lawn. Sitting and watching them brings 
enormous pleasure and makes me realise how lucky I am to live 
somewhere with so much wildlife on our doorstep. 

Which living person do you most admire and why? Lynn Hill. 

She was the first person in the world to free climb (climb without 
using aid) ‘The Nose’ a 31 pitch rock route on El Capitan, 
Yosemite. An outstanding feat for anyone, let alone someone 
who is 5ft 2” in stature, I live in hope!!  

What is the most important lesson life has taught you? 
Everyone can make a difference simply by the choices they 
make. Life is short, so seize every opportunity you can, to do the 
things you care about.  

The best thing about living/working in Lorton is ....everything! Living through lockdown in Lorton has 
made me realise there’s nowhere else I’d rather be. The friendliness and kindness of neighbours and 
everyone we’ve met since we lived here is truly heartening. Without doubt easy access to some of the finest 
fells in the Lake District from the doorstep is a huge bonus, plus the beauty of the surrounding landscape 
that is rich in natural and cultural heritage, really seals the deal for me.  

POPPY PEBBLES 

Lorton residents and visitors may have noticed the Poppy Pebbles created by the 55 

Lorton School pupils, working in their bubbles, they created and then in two separate 
groups placed them about the village and very impressive and decorative they looked.  

    
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS ARE VIRTUAL MEETINGS and the next meeting will be 
6th January 2021, 7.30pm to attend email lortonparishclerk@gmail.com for Zoom 
invitation. Until Covid restrictions are lifted all meetings will be by Zoom platform.  

 Tanya hanging around 2,000ft above the ground 
on ‘Wide is Love’, Verdon Gorge, France. 
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Lorton Parish Council Contacts 

Cllr Chris Poate (chair)       Yew Tree View, High Lorton, CA13 9UJ.                   01900 85265 

Cllr Glenis Postlethwaite (V.Chair)   Armaside Farm, Lorton, CA13 9TL                01900 85616 

Cllr Peter Deeks                   Lime Tree Cottage, Low Lorton CA13 9UW             01900 85753 

Cllr Steve Irlam                   Beckside House, Low Lorton, CA13 9UW                01900 85336 

Cllr Julian Cruickshank            Haresfield, High Lorton, CA13 9UL                      01900 85725 

Cllr Pam Jaques                      Fairfield, High Lorton, CA13 9TX                        01900 85051 

Cllr Tanya St Pierre            2, Smithy Fold, High Lorton, CA13 9UH                   07816475486 

Mike Milner (Parish Clerk) 54, Wentworth Park, Stainburn Workington. CA14 1XP 

                    01900 66040, 07709765005, email lortonparishclerk@gmail.com  
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