
Lorton Parish Council   Easter 2021 

Welcome to your Lorton Parish Newsletter. 

It would be nice to be describing the various events planned in the village, for the Easter Weekend, a 

coffee morning perhaps in the Yew tree Hall, an Easter Egg Hunt in the Church yard after the Sunday 

Services, but as Lock Down restrictions remain in place, we will have to make do with enjoying our 

socially distanced village walks and catching up with the news as we pass by. 

We welcome new arrivals to the village and look forward to when there will be opportunities to get to 

know new residents at one of the many activities that will take place when life is back to ‘normal’. Some 

clubs and societies have organised Zoom meetings which have been taking place with success, but I am 

sure most of us would rather be able to attend a real ‘live event’ and get off that sofa for a change of 

scene ! 

There are a few new ideas outlined in the newsletter that are being considered by your council, so 

please do take time to read the articles and if you have any comments or feel you would like to get 

more involved, please let us know. We are especially keen to hear from the younger members of our 

community. It may come as a surprise, but there are approximately 28 young people between the ages 

of 8 and 18 years, 11 children between 1 and 8 years, with further new babies expected as I write. 

There are possibly 11 young people over the age of 18, either students or working who are also very 

much part of the community. If any of you think there may be activities or opportunities that would be 

more relevant to you, please let us know. 

The next meeting will be on Zoom, on Wednesday 5th May at .7.30 pm, this meeting will also include 

the Parish Council Annual General Meeting. If you would like to attend contact the clerk on 

lortonparishclerk@gmail.com  

Easter Bonnets are quite fashionable at this time of year, so for a little light-hearted fun, why not dress 

up your old straw hat as you enjoy your socially distanced Easter Sunday afternoon walk. By kind 

permission of Mr and Mrs Golby, there will be an opportunity to walk down the Lady Walk at Lorton 

Park. 

Best Wishes for a Happy Easter.        Chris Poate 

Lorton Parish Wildlife Plan – would you like to help? 

A little over a year ago, before we’d even heard of lockdown, 

Lorton Parish Council were invited to host a stand at Melbreak 

communities coffee morning, to showcase the work undertaken 

by local residents and volunteers on the Parish Wildflower Verge 

project. At the coffee morning, it quickly transpired that lots of 

people who attended were interested in their local wildlife and 

keen to do more to support it.   

Fast forward a year, and after certain amount of discussion and 

planning, Lorton Parish Council are now in the position to ask 

residents of Lorton to help us create a local wildlife plan.   

The aim of the wildlife plan is to:                                                   

Protect wildlife and promote biodiversity. We are lucky to see rare (and endearing) wildlife such 

as red squirrels, hedgehogs, barns owl, and swifts in Lorton. Sadly, these species are in rapid decline 

nationally with habitat loss a key driver of these declines. If we wish future generations to continue to 

enjoy these and other species here in Lorton, we need to identify and protect the habitats that 

support them.          Continued page 2 
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The initial stages of the Parish Wildlife Plan are to create an audit of the current wildlife and habitats in 
Lorton i.e. native animal and plant species, and map it. We have already obtained previous flora and 

fauna records for Lorton Parish from Cumbria Biodiversity Data Centre (CBDC) up to 2015, we now  
want to update the records with a 2021 audit to see what species we have. 

With the help of CBDC we have already created an online recording page called Lorton Flora 
and Fauna project that captures wildlife records specific to Lorton on a website called 
iNaturalist, a well-known site used by people across the UK and the world to record wildlife.  

This is where we need your help  

We need your records of your wildlife sightings in Lorton!   

You can use the browser version of iNaturalist on your computer or download the app for your 

smartphone or tablet (available via Google Play or App Store) or sign up at 
www.inaturalist.org 

Then, all you need to do is:  
 
1. Create an account.  

2. Go to Projects and find ‘Lorton Flora and Fauna’.  
3. Join ‘Lorton Flora and Fauna’ project  

4. Check out the help videos and information.  
5. Start taking photos on your phone or camera and upload them onto to iNaturalist.  
6. The website will try to identify the images once uploaded.  

 
By adding your records here, you will help to provide data of local wildlife species in Lorton, enabling us 

to build a map of species that have been found here from 01 April 2021 onwards. The records will be 
reviewed in September, and then finalised six months after that giving us a full year to conduct the 
audit. All species recorded on the webpage will also go to Cumbria Biodiversity Data Centre, who collate 

data for both county and national records of all flora and fauna species.  

Based on the findings of the audit we can then look at ways to help preserve and protect the 
habitats of these special species for the benefit of all. We will also create a wildlife map of Lorton 

to be displayed in the village, so that all can see it.  

By working in conjunction with other local organisations and charities such as Melbreak 

Communities, Dark Skies Initiative and St. Cuthbert’s Eco-Church project, we aim to better 
support our local wildlife with a joined up approach, and together provide a range of events and 
activities for everyone. On that note, I’d like to give a mention of the forthcoming Melbreak 

Communities event: 

 

We look forward to seeing your posts on iNaturalist and will give a full update of how the project 
is progressing in September. If anyone would like a training session on using iNaturalist please 

email:  lortonparishclerk@gmail.com and we will look to see if this can be arranged. 

                                                            Tanya St. Pierre,  Lorton Parish Councillor 

OUR DISAPPEARING SWIFTS: WHAT CAN WE DO? 

You are invited to hear Tanya and Edmund Hoare, of Sedbergh Community Swifts, talk 
about these iconic and much-loved acrobats of the summer sky, with clips from the nest 
sites of a colony of swifts. You will find out more about their remarkable migration, the 
threats they face, why they are in such serious decline and what we can do about it 
here in our own communities. This Community Zoom event, organised by The Melbreak 
Communities, will take place at 7.30pm on Tuesday 27th April. Email 
carolynmarydavis@gmail.com for a Link to join. 
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Lorton Lighting Survey 

 Responses 

Forty two responses were received from around 150 forms distributed. A good return for a village survey. Of the 

42 responses, 25 were from residents in High Lorton and 11 from Low Lorton and the Crossgates area. Six forms 

were submitted anonymously with no information about location.  

All findings are calculated as percentages of 42 responses which include 3 who only sent written comments. 

 The main findings are: 

 Most people would like to see some modification to the lights, with four out of five supporting 

‘dark-sky’ friendly lights and some overnight switching-off. 

Half the respondents don’t mind turning some lights off; five responses (12%) prefer to keep them as 
they are now. 

 Responses to each of the four questions: 

1. I would prefer to keep all the village lights as they are now:                      5 (12%) 

2. I don’t mind some of the village lights being turned off:                             21 (50%) 

3. I support fitting ‘dark-sky’ friendly LED lights where appropriate:           33 (79%) 

4. I would like those that are left to be switched off overnight:                     33 (79%) 

 Most people ticked more than one preference and the combinations of these provide a more nuanced 

interpretation of people’s views: 

The most frequent combined response (from 18 or 43%) was for the combination of switching some off, fitting 
better lights and having timers. A further 10 responses (24%) were for the two options of better lights and timers, 
and 3 for other combinations. Together these comprise threequarters of all responses. Even among the 5 
responses who prefer to keep the lights as they are, 2 would like to see ‘dark-sky’ friendly lights fitted and 2 both 
‘dark-sky’ friendly lights and timers, another 10% in favour. 
 Written comments 

Some respondents added written comments. Most just reflect their choice of preferences. 20 per cent 

emphasised the importance of keeping some lights and of these, half were related to concerns about safety, 

especially for people on foot. For example: 

“We walk the dogs around the village at night so like to have some light. … There is a lot of activity late evening 

around the village.” 

“…there are very few pavements in the village, so people are more often than not walking on the road…” 

“… what if someone cycles home late- or night shift workers?” 

“Poor or no illumination will make people feel uncomfortable about moving around … particularly older residents. 

…. May reduce use of the pub and attendance at social events…” 

 Others were more enthusiastic to reduce lighting: 

“… restrict lighting to where it is most necessary, ie the village centre where there is most pedestrian movement ie 

around the school, shop and up to the village hall.” 

“There are almost no walkers or drivers after 11 pm. Please also include advice to those with overbright security 

lights.” 

“With modern torches a lot of the personal safety issues do not require constant street lighting.” 

 And to adopt smart technology: 

“It would be great if we could install motion detectors on all street lights so they would only come on when 

needed.” 

“Could the height of the lamp post be reduced to about 3 feet so the light helps to see where your feet only go.”  

In conclusion, there is a strong level of support to install dark-sky friendly lighting, especially with overnight timers, 

but there is a level of concern to keep some lights for safety. In consultation with Jack Ellerby, the “Dark Skies” 

project officer, we have chosen 4 lights between the school and the Yew Tree Hall to be trial fitted with the latest 

LED technology. This area was chosen as it is expected to have the highest foot-fall in the village. The work is 

however dependant on Allerdale BC having the budget available and it may have to wait until next financial year. 

The proposed lights are “Night Tune” from Thorn Lighting. 

 



 

 
 

Lorton Wildflower Verge update: 

It’s great to see that crocuses, snowdrops, and primroses have emerged in between the 

daffodils at Crossgate crossroads and other locations. These were planted by the Parish   

Council, residents and volunteers back in 2019. Once the grass begins to grow, we will resume 

our sensitive management of the verges, and over the course of the summer hope to see wild 

flowers emerge.  

Tanya St. Pierre, Lorton Parish Councillor 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

   


