
 

 

    Lorton Parish Council Summer 2021 

Welcome to our Summer Newsletter . 

 

Monday 19th July, the Covid Rules have been lifted, and for many this will 

enable wider travel and meeting up with family and friends. However, many 

will choose to remain as we have for so long, socially distancing ,wearing 

masks, and avoiding large public gatherings. The village is busy with visitors 

and for once the holiday season has not started with a change in the 

wonderful Summer weather. 

We have to thank Lee and Arwen for the fantastic job they have done, with 

Lorton Village Shop remaining open throughout Lock Down. They provide a 

wide range of fresh local food, organic veg ,grocery’s etc, and ice cream and 

coffee to Take Out. They will be taking a well-deserved break in September. 

Everyone is looking forward to activities at the Yew Tree Hall starting again, 

including the Pilates class on a Tuesday morning, and the Bowls Club on a 

Monday night. Table Tennis will be back too. 

Your parish council met in the Yew Tree Hall on Wednesday July 7th. A 

welcome change from the Zoom meetings, a wide range of topics was 

discussed so check out the Melbreak Communities website if you would like 

to read the minutes. The Agenda for each meeting is always posted on the 

Parish Council Notice board and the Yew Tree hall board, at least 3 days 

before the meeting. The next meeting will be on September 4th.7.30 pm. 

The AGM of the Yew Tree Hall also took place recently, with discussions 

continuing about the various projects underway. The previous neglected 

‘garden area’ adjacent to the hall is being renovated, a cobbled area 

discovered, and the old steps rebuilt professionally by a local builder. 

With events starting up again we look forward to meeting new residents to 

the village, so keep an eye on the Notice Boards for dates ahead. 

Check out the updates in the newsletter, plenty happening in Lorton, and 

your councillors welcome any feedback, and of course will welcome meeting 

you at our next meeting. 

Chris Poate, Lorton Parish Council Chair’. 
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Lorton Parish Wildlife 

Lorton Wildflower Verge Project update:   

On Friday 15 July, Glenis Postlethwaite, councillor, and myself joined Natural England Staff 

Sue Woodland  and Matt Parker at Sandybeck Meadow NNR, near Brandlingill to collect 

wildflower seed under their close supervision.  

For those who don’t know, Sandybeck Meadow 

is one of the smallest nature reserves in the 

country and falls just within the Lake District 

National Park. It is one of the oldest remnants of 

species rich meadow left within Lorton Vale, and 

offers a spectacular display during the summer 

months, with a diverse range of flora including 

greater butterfly orchid. 

Special permission has been granted to Lorton 

Parish Council to collect a small amount of 

wildflower seed from Sandybeck Meadow to use 

on the verges in Lorton. This will not only help provide local provenance seed for the Verge 

Project, it will also help safeguard the future of local wildflower species (and their genetics) 

that might otherwise dwindle. The idea is to use Lorton Wildflower verges as an ‘ark’ or 

‘seedbank’ and as the verges establish over time, they too can be used as donor seed sites 

for other projects, thus spreading the local genetics. We also wish to celebrate the wonderful 

wildflowers that inhabit rare sites such as Sandy Beck Meadow and showcase some of the 

species that you find there, within our verges. 

Whilst we are seeing yellow rattle, red clover, sweet vernal grass, wood crane’s bill within 

some of Lorton’s verges, work is still needed to increase their species-richness. We’re 

currently awaiting news of Green Recovery Challenge Fund (GRCF) grant funding through 

Cumbria Wildlife Trust to support work to scarify the verges this September, and with the 

help of local children and Sue Woodland from Natural 

England, we then hope to add the seed taken from Sandy 

Beck Meadow straight after.  

RSPB’s strapline is ‘build it and they will come.’ Yet, it was 

still a big surprise to discover to a nest of eleven eggs on one 

of the verges at Crossgate Crossroads. Luckily, our eagled 

eyed Contractor, Harvey Davidson, managed to spot the nest 

in time, and averted any disaster. The female pheasant 

returned to her nest, and has resumed brooding, within an 

island of uncut grass. Once the nest is empty, we will 

complete the cut. The majority of the verges will receive a full 

cut at the end of July, we will retain some wildlife corridors, to 

ensure safe passage for hedgehogs, and shelter for other 

wildlife. 

                            Tanya St Pierre, Parish Councillor 

Lorton Parish Council Contacts 

Cllr Chris Poate (chair)       Yew Tree View, High Lorton, CA13 9UJ.                   01900 85265 

Cllr Glenis Postlethwaite (V.Chair)   Armaside Farm, Lorton, CA13 9TL                01900 85616 

Cllr Peter Deeks                   Lime Tree Cottage, Low Lorton CA13 9UW             01900 85753 

Cllr Steve Irlam                   Beckside House, Low Lorton, CA13 9UW                01900 85336 

Cllr Julian Cruickshank            Haresfield, High Lorton, CA13 9UL                      01900 85725 

Cllr Pam Jaques                      Fairfield, High Lorton, CA13 9TX                        01900 85051 

Cllr Tanya St Pierre            2, Smithy Fold, High Lorton, CA13 9UH                   07816475486 

Mike Milner (Parish Clerk) 54, Wentworth Park, Stainburn Workington. CA14 1XP 

                    01900 66040, 07709765005, email lortonparishclerk@gmail.com  

mailto:lortonparishclerk@gmail.com


Lorton Wildlife Plan 

Thanks to everyone whose posted records of wildlife they’ve spotted in Lorton onto 

iNaturalist so far. Since 1 April 2021, 150 observations of 103 different species have been 

added to the site! A wide variety of observations have been added including yew trees, red 

squirrels, yellow hammer, hedgehogs, roe deer, hare, garden tiger moth, speckled wood 

butterfly, common spotted orchid, and Dryad’s saddle, a type of bracket fungi. Please do 

keep your sightings coming…to do so simply download the free iNaturalist App 

www.inaturalist.org and join Lorton Fauna and Flora project. Alternatively 

email:tanya.stpierre@outlook.com and I will send you out a recording form. If anyone would 

like to assist in the collation of wildlife records for Lorton, please do get in touch, any help will 

be greatly received!    Tanya St Pierre, Parish Councillor 

Melbreak Swifts Project Update 

Thanks to a kind initial donation and subsequent 

further donations towards swift boxes, Melbreak 

Swifts project has been able to get off the ground!  

We have distributed 26 swift boxes across the 

Melbreak Communities including 15 boxes within 

Lorton, three of which have been placed at Yew Tree 

Hall. Thanks to everyone who has kindly offered to 

host a box, and to Glenis Postlethwaite and family for 

making the boxes, and to David Moore and Jackson 

Hope, who gave up their time and equipment freely to 

install the boxes. Demand exceeded production, and we apologise to anyone who was 

unable to receive a box this year, we will look to provide more boxes next year, please do 

get in touch if you are interested in hosting one. Please email: Tanya.stpierre@outlook.com 

Tanya St Pierre, Parish Councillor 

Allotment Gardens. 

Allotments have been with us in various guises since Anglo-Saxon times.  We know them today as a 

place to grow fruit and vegetables.  Some allotment societies allow a broader range of activities, for 

example, bee keeping and growing flowers.  But there are other benefits gained in the act of tending 

a patch of land some 1210 sq yards or 40 poles, that of exercise, mental well-being 

and friendship.  During the recent 'lock-downs' there has been time to re-evaluate life.  People have 

found great pleasure in tending their gardens, some doing so for the first time in their lives.  

All local authorities have a mandatory obligation to provide allotment provision under Section 23 of 

the 1908 Small Holdings and Allotments Act.  Having said this there is no time limit to making this 

provision.  Ideally there has to be a formal request from six or more electors. 

I have had two people approach me, so I simply ask, are there any more people in the parish 

interested? 

This is a very early tentative exploration of the idea.  There is a lot to consider, not least, to find out 

if there is a landowner prepared to let some land. 

If anyone has an acre of land they would be prepared to rent out and if there is anyone interested in 

having an allotment, please get in touch with me. 

Glenis Postlethwaite 01900 85958 or email glenis@borderhydro.co.uk      Parish Councillor 

 

 

http://www.inaturalist.org/
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Lorton Street Lighting update. 

As you may remember from the last report, we were hoping to have 5 street lights trial fitted with 

the latest smart LED lights. Good news, although not quite complete as I write this the units were 

purchased by Allerdale B.C. and have been delivered to them. We are just waiting for them to be 

fitted. They will replace the lights between the school and the Yew Tree Hall. At the moment with 

such bright evenings, it is unlikely you will notice a difference but as the nights inevitably draw in 

over the coming months they will make a difference, and for anyone out and about after midnight 

the switch off will be very noticeable. 

The professional survey of our lighting also mentioned in the last report has now been completed as 

well. The results are not surprising in condemning the old sodium light fittings on most of our 

columns as obsolete and in need of replacement. If we need any ammunition in the future to press 

for better street lighting, then now we have it. Once the 5 lights mentioned above are installed and 

hopefully accepted by residents we will pursue the replacement of the remaining lights in the village, 

the only stumbling block being the lights fitted to wooden poles supplied by overhead electricity 

wires. These cannot be easily or economically upgraded. 

Steve Irlam. Parish Councillor 

 

AN OUTDOOR TABLE TENNIS TABLE 

in Lorton 

There’s been lots of encouragement for this project.  We are delighted to report that as the result of 

items in the Parish Newsletter, Link Magazine and on village noticeboards, funding for the purchase 

of a table and its installation has been offered by a generous local benefactor.  

An equipment supplier has been chosen and we are currently selecting a contractor to prepare a 

suitable location on Lorton Parish Field.  Watch this space! 

Eleanor Gardiner  (gardinereleanor@gmail.com)  Penny Poole (penelopepoole@aol.com) 

Next 3 parish council meeting dates, Wed’ 1st Sept’, Wed 3rd Nov’ 2021 and     

Wed’ 5th Jan’ 2022 all in Yew Tree Hall commencing 7.30pm. 
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