
Lorton Parish Council   Easter 2022 

                         Welcome to our Easter Newsletter.           

The Annual Parish Meeting took place on Wednesday 2nd March. As last year’s meeting did not take place 

due to the pandemic, we were glad to be back in Yew Tree Hall, and listened with interest to reports from 

some of the clubs and organisations that are so active in Lorton and the valley. Thank you to all those who 

attended. 

Heavy showers on the morning of 12th March did not deter 155 runners from participating in the 10th 

Lorton 10K, and the sun actually shone as the race took place. A challenging run from Lorton Low Bridge up 

the Thackthwaite road and back via Scale Hill and the narrows, the fastest male runner was back to the 

finish at Lorton School in 34.33 minutes, and the fastest woman 40.46 minutes. Thanks to Lee and Arwen 

from Lorton Village Shop who sponsored the event.  

The organisers would like to thank all those in the community who helped to make this event such a success, 

with car parking in a nearby field, marshals along the route, teas and coffee managed by the WI, and Cheryl’s 

cakes an added bonus. 

A significant celebration in March was the centenary of Lorton WI. One of the oldest groups in the 

Cumberland Federation, it dates from 1922 when 12 members formed a committee and a total of 40 

members joined including some from Buttermere and Loweswater who came by bicycle. A group of 

members past and present enjoyed a sociable lunch at the Manor House Hotel in Cockermouth.  

Just a reminder, to see ‘What’s On’, always check out the notice board outside Yew Tree Hall, and the 

Community Notice board near the bus shelter at Low Lorton. Events are also posted on the Melbreak 

Communities Website. 

On May 5th Cumbria County Council and the District Councils will cease to exist. Services in our area will be 

provided by Cumberland, a new council with an old name, covering the Carlisle, Allerdale and Copeland 

areas. Parish Councils will continue to function as before initially, but there may be changes ahead. On May 

5th it will be your opportunity to make use of your vote, as there will be 46 new Cumberland Councillors . 

                                                 Chris Poate,  Parish Council Chair. 

Lorton Tennis Club - update 

We are pleased to report that the Club continues to go from strength to strength and with membership at last 

count of 150 it means there is Tennis for everyone at all levels at Lorton. We have people travelling as far as 

Drigg, Whitehaven, Cockermouth & Keswick to play which is excellent. Our vision continues to be the ‘go to’ 

club in West Cumbria.  

We continue to be a busy Club and are all looking forwards to plenty of tennis over the coming season including 

league matches. We are also planning some more social events throughout 2022 so watch this space.    

If you or someone you know is looking to join a tennis club, then please feel free to have a chat with 

our Club Membership Secretary Gill White on lortontennis@gmail.com 

For coaching, please contact Chris Lockyer (07900286909) in the first instance.  

Best wishes from us all at Lorton Tennis Club.  

Chris Edmunds, Chairman, Lorton Tennis Club  
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Well, it’s safe to say that we are well and truly back into the swing of fund raising. We held the Christmas 

Fair back in December outside in the school yard due to Covid and were lucky enough to get a dry December 

day, along with excellent support from parents and villagers alike. I know a good number of our school 

families also enjoyed the village Christmas celebrations. This was especially true for my little boy who had 

put a Yoyo on his Christmas letter to Santa. Imagine his surprise and delight when he got one from the Lorton 

Santa!  

March has seen us busy again with the Lorton 10k and Sparkling Charity Auction. The Community support 

for the 10k continues year on year and we cannot thank you all enough, whether you’ve been involved for 

ten years, or this was your first year. Thank you also to Lee and Arwen for sponsoring the event. The Sparkling 

Auction was a resounding success and thank you to all the local business who supported us with donations 

and auction prizes. Thank you also to those of you who made online bids prior to the event and those who 

attended on the night, you were ever so generous with your time and money! Personally, I enjoyed the 

auction night a lot and I made several new village friends, which is always nice.  

The Duck Race will be back this year and is taking place on Saturday 14th May. The plan to date is told hold a 

Coffee Morning from 10am in Yew Tree Hall, followed by a BBQ and the Duck Race on The Pound (Boon Beck 

field). Watch out for updates on the notice boards.  

Thank you in advance to Glenis and the ‘Gardening Squad’ who will be prepping the Polytunnel at School and 

getting it ready for the growing season. This will allow the children to enjoy another year of Helen’s Herbs 

gardening sessions.  

As always, please get in touch if you have any ideas for fundraising, or if you think FOLS can get involved and 

collaborate on any other events happening locally. Kind regards, Caroline Searson (Co-Chair and Parish 

Contact), Gillbrow, High Lorton, calbryson@gmail.com, 07810 455773 

Lorton Verge Project update 

The crocuses planted as part of the Lorton verge project have put 
on a good display this spring, and very soon the wildflowers 
planted and seeded with the school and local community will start 
to grow. With help from funding through Defra’s Green Recovery 
Challenge Fund and Cumbria Wildlife Trust’s ‘Planting for 
Pollinators’ Project, we have soil tested and added lime to the 
verges, to help improve growing conditions for the wildflowers 
planted here.  

 

Cllr Tanya St. Pierre 

             Lorton Parish Council Contacts 

Cllr Chris Poate (chair)       Yew Tree View, High Lorton, CA13 9UJ.                   01900 85265 

Cllr Glenis Postlethwaite (V.Chair)   Armaside Farm, Lorton, CA13 9TL                01900 85616 

Cllr Peter Deeks                   Lime Tree Cottage, Low Lorton CA13 9UW             01900 85753 

Cllr Steve Irlam                   Beckside House, Low Lorton, CA13 9UW                01900 85336 

Cllr Julian Cruickshank            Haresfield, High Lorton, CA13 9UL                      01900 85725 

Cllr Pam Jaques                      Fairfield, High Lorton, CA13 9TX                        01900 85051 

Cllr Tanya St Pierre            2, Smithy Fold, High Lorton, CA13 9UH                   07816475486 

Mike Milner (Parish Clerk) 54, Wentworth Park, Stainburn Workington. CA14 1XP 

                    01900 66040, 07709765005, email lortonparishclerk@gmail.com  
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West Cumbria Rivers Trust Lorton 

Community Balsam Pulling Group 
West Cumbria Rivers Trust (WCRT) are looking for volunteers to join their 

Himalayan Balsam pulling volunteer group over the summer of 2022 to 

tackle the balsam in the Lorton area.  

WCRT is battling to remove Himalayan balsam from across the region with 

balsam pulling starting in June and continuing throughout the summer 

months. Balsam is an invasive non-native annual plant which germinates in 

spring then grows vigorously, outcompeting native plants and reducing 

biodiversity on riverbanks. It flowers in June to September and produces 

seed pods which explode when touched, scattering seeds over a wide area. 

Each plant can produce up to 800 seeds which can last up to 2 years in the 

ground and are easily carried across the flood plain to spread to other 

areas in high water flows. When it dies back in winter it leaves the banks bare and susceptible to erosion which 

increases pollution from soil entering the rivers and flood risk. Balsam is removed by physically pulling it up – and lucky 

for us and all our volunteers it has easy roots to remove! This needs to be done before the seed pods grow, after 

which disturbing the plant can help the species spread further. 

For a number of years, individuals in the community have been working alone to ‘adopt a patch’ and keep it free of 

balsam. Alongside this, WCRT have hosted volunteer days to tackle the balsam in the area. Balsam pulling is a very 

satisfying conservation activity that is accessible to all and this summer, WCRT would like to work with the local Lorton 

community to coordinate the attack on balsam at these regularly visited sites. No experience is necessary, and 

everyone is welcome for just a couple of hours or the whole day.  

The WCRT Lorton Balsam Volunteer group aims to meet on the second Tuesday of every month from when the balsam 

starts to grow in May/June until September and aims to tackle different sites in the area. If you would like to register 

your interest and learn more about this group, please contact Izzie at izzie@westcumbriariverstrust.org.      

Thanks, Izzie Mullin, Assistant Project Officer, Invasive Species. 

Lorton Lighting Update 
 

This may be hard to recall, but this time last year your 

parish council in the Easter edition of their newsletter 
printed the results of the street lighting survey which they 
had undertaken amongst Lorton’s 150 dwellings. Based on 

that response you will probably be aware that Lorton 
became a guinea pig not just in Cumbria, but nationwide 

by installing 5 “clever” lights which turn themselves off just 
after midnight and then come back on for  short while 
before dawn, before switching back off as daylight does as 

its name implies. The parish council and the Friends of the Lakes, Dark Skies Team were so 
impressed they teamed up again and applied for a £1980 grant under the Zero Carbon 
Cumbria Climate Grants. Cllr Steve Irlam produced a very detailed breakdown of the cost of 

running your current lights and the savings in both CO₂ and financially, if the new lights 
were installed, lack of space dictates the full details here, the difference though was truly 

amazing. However mid-March we received the following information, sorry to let you know 
that on this occasion your application to Zero Carbon Cumbria Climate Grants has been 
unsuccessful. It seems clear that the ownership of the lights remains with Allerdale Borough 
Council. Your parish and the Dark Skies team will continue with the project and keep 
residents informed.  
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Lorton Wildlife Project 

Spring has arrived! Queen bumblebees are emerging from their winter 

slumber, along with hedgehogs, and the songbirds are all jostling for 

position practising their tuneful – and not too tuneful (if it’s a sparrow) 

medleys,  and of course the spring flowers are all putting on a dazzling 

show, brightening up the dullest of days.  

It’s just over a year ago that we put a call out for people in Lorton to help 

us record wildlife, and I am delighted to say, that within that time we have 

had over 1,000 wildlife records submitted! 1,124 records to be precise 

comprising  over 270 species - everything from the liberty cap mushroom 

to the garden tiger moth, with hedgehog, yellow hammer and goldfinch 

featuring as the most recorded species within the parish of Lorton. We’ve 

also received survey reports, and incidental records that have all contributed to the final total.  

On Saturday 26 March, an iNaturalist Recorder Training Day was held at Yew 

Tree Hall, and ten of us spent a lovely sunny morning exploring Lorton and 

learning how to record both flora and fauna using both the iNaturalist App 

and a simple recording sheet.  All sightings that have been submitted will be 

forwarded to Cumbria Biodiversity Data Centre to help provide important 

wildlife data not only for Lorton – helping to feed into the Parish Wildlife 

Plan, but also Cumbria and the UK.  

A big thanks to everyone who has submitted records, if you would like to get 

involved you can find out more on The Melbreak Communities website 

https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/ , on the Mebreak Wildlife 

Group page or contact Tanya St. Pierre directly tanya.stpierre@outlook.com  

A special thanks goes to David Gardiner and Christine Walmsley who are helping to compile the records.  

                                                                      Cllr Tanya St. Pierre 

        Lorton Parish Council Meetings 2022 

 

 All meetings are now face to face and held 

in Yew Tree Hall, commencing at 7.30pm on 

the following dates.  

 

               Wednesday May 4th. 

               Wednesday July 6th. 

               Wednesday September 7th.  

               Wednesday November 2nd.  

 

 First meeting in 2023  

               Wednesday 4th January.  

 

 

 

Queen Heath bumblebee, Crossgate 

Crossroads, Lorton. March 2022.  

Yellowhammers, High Lorton. 
March 2022. 

https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/
mailto:tanya.stpierre@outlook.com

