BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held at Beech Hill, Mosser on Monday 23rd May, 2022 at 7.25 pm. 
Present:  
Cllrs. J. Clark (for part of the meeting), J. Moore, P. Poole and S. Riley.
Also present:   Cllr. J. Perry, Cumberland Councillor and J. Rae (Clerk)
30/22
ELECTION OF CHAIR 

Nominations were invited for the election of Chair for council year 2022/23.  On the proposal of Cllr. Riley, seconded by Cllr. Poole it was therefore RESOLVED that Cllr. Moore be re-elected Chair for the ensuing year.

31/22
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Cllr. Moore assumed the chair and signed a declaration of acceptance of office.
32/22
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIR

RESOLVED that subject to Cllr. Clark’s agreement she be appointed Vice Chair for council year 2022/23.  Cllr Clark confirmed her acceptance when she joined the meeting.
33/22   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs R. Bell and B. Rowland.  The reasons for absence were noted and approved.

An apology for absence was also received from A. Bowness, Cumbria County Councillor.
34/22
MINUTES 17 MARCH 2022
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th March 2022 were agreed as a correct record and were signed by the Chair.
35/22
TO REVIEW THE STANDING ORDERS, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS AND RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY
The financial regulations and standing orders were reviewed (no amendments made).  Members RESOLVED to adopt the Risk Management Policy.

36/22 
POLICE REPORT
The newsletter for the Cockermouth/Keswick area had been circulated by email prior to the meeting.  Members noted that PCSO Clare Parker had conducted a talk on hate crime at Paddle School.
37/22 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received. 
38/22
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were in attendance.
39/22
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 17 MARCH 2022
The notice board at Lorton Bridge had been installed and an invoice received for payment.
The cast iron finger post signs at Brandlingill and Aikbank had been added to the County Council’s database for repairs.
40/22 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received and circulated by email:
Cumbria CC - Connecting Cumbria Newsletter 

CALC - Allerdale GDF Newsletter

LDNPA Views sought on action on Second Homes / Holiday lets

LDNPA – Members Report March

LDNPA – Members Report April 
British Horse Society -  Looking to recruit Historical Research Volunteers in Cumbria.

CALC Local Government Reorganisation Newsletter 

Cumbria County Council - Building Community Resilience- Questionnaire for Town & Parish Councils

CALC – Public Sector Finance Survey 2022

CALC - Code of Conduct Training – Cllr Poole had expressed an interest in attending the Code of Conduct training and would contact CALC direct or organise this.
CALC News March & April 2022
Local Government Reorganisation - Town and Parish Council Newsletter
Melissa Davies – Request for help collecting responses for Lanthwaite Wood Poetry Trail

LDNPA - Nutrient neutrality – impacts on development proposals
41/22 ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.

Parish Council Balance at 31st March 2022

£4,417.86

Income Received 1st April 2022

Allerdale Borough Council – Half yearly precept

£1,700.00

Balance at 30th April 2022




£5,350.26

(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:

S. Watson Joiner – Repairs to Noticeboard


(paid on 1st April, 2022)




£510.00


Internal Auditor





£  80.00


CALC Annual subscription




£110.68

Paddle School – Room Hire




£  72.00

42/22
ANNUAL AUDIT
(i) Annual Governance Statement – Members considered the Annual Governance Statement and agreed that arrangements are in place for effective financial management and the accounting statements are prepared in accordance with Accounts and Audit Regulations.  RESOLVED that the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement.

(ii) Accounting Statement 2021/22 – Members agreed that the Accounting Statement in the annual return fairly represents the financial position of the parish council.  RESOLVED that the Chairman be authorised to sign the annual return.  

(iii) Certificate of Exemption - Members resolved that the Certificate of Exemption should be signed by the Chairman and Clerk certifying that the Parish Council is exempt from a limited assurance review and during the financial year 2021/22 the gross income for the year or gross annual expenditure for the year did not exceed £25,000.

(iv) Period of Exercise of Public Rights – Members noted that the period for the exercise of public rights will commence on 13th June and will end on 22nd July.  A notice will be displayed on the parish notice boards notifying electors of their rights to inspect the accounts.

(v)       Publication on website – The Clerk reported the requisite documents will be added to the parish council’s website
43/22
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting: 
7/2022/2137 – Palace How, Cockermouth, CA13 0QZ

New build manure store and extension to cubicle shed – For information only

(b)       Decisions:  None

44/22
ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
The Chairman reported that there are several potholes on the road from Mosser to Loweswater and advised he would write to Highways.
Cllr Poole reported that an incident had occurred on the Whinfell to Lorton road which is part of the C2C cycle route involving a cyclist being injured after hitting a pot hole.  The Chairman agreed to report this to Highways.
45/22
THE QUEENS PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
It was reported that individual events will be held in the Parish over the Jubilee weekend to celebrate the Queens Platinum Jubilee.  However, the Parish Council will not be organising a community event.
46/22
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

None.
47/22
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday 25th July, 2022 at Beech Hill, Mosser at 7.15pm
The meeting closed at 7.55 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
