BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held at Yew Tree Hall, Lorton on Monday 3rd July, 2023 at 7.15 pm. 
Present:  
Cllrs. A. Baker, P. Poole and S. Riley.
Also present:   J. Perry, Cumberland Councillor and J. Rae (Clerk)
53/23   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. R, Bell, J. Clark and J. Moore.  The reasons for absence were noted and accepted.
As apologies had been received from the Chair and Vice Chair Cllr Riley proposed that Cllr Baker Chair tonight’s meeting.  This was seconded by Cllr Poole.  

Cllr Baker in the Chair

54/23
MINUTES 15 MAY 2023
The minutes of the Annual meeting held on 15th May, 2023 were signed as a correct record.
55/23 
REPORTS
(a)
Cumbria Police: The newsletter for the Cockermouth/Keswick area had been circulated by email.
(b)       Cumberland Councillor - Cllr Perry reported on the following:

The continuing issues with the bin collections - the strike being caused by the differing terms and conditions and wages endured by Copeland and Carlisle staff.  The Council is prioritising its statutory duty of collecting residual waste, and is advising people to use bring sites (There are 27 listed on the council website) for recycling. At Cockermouth Sullart Street you do not need to separate cans, bottles, and plastics. And there are also paper/cardboard bins. Obviously, residual waste bins are being missed occasionally, if a bin is missed three times it can be reported to customer services and will be put on a priority list for collection.   Cllr Perry agreed to submit an official complaint to Cumberland Council regarding the waste collection service.  Lakes to Sea Community Panel - We had our first meeting at Braithwaite on 15th June and our next Community Panel meeting will be on 12th September at 6pm, venue to be arranged. Before then our chair Cllr Andy Semple is hoping to tour the district and meet key people. I will be introducing him to people and issues in Bothel and Wharrels. We will be setting up network groups to help us set our priorities and when these are decided and written into our Community Investment Plan, we will be looking to co-opt up to three people to help deliver those priorities.   Potholes - It has been brought to my attention that the council cannot be said to be negligent in failing to repair potholes unless a pothole has not been repaired within 20 days of being reported to them. The council should survey the roads every six months and write a written report, if this has been done and no potholes seen, and no-one reports potholes, damage to vehicles will not be compensated. My advice to everyone is therefore to make sure you report potholes as soon as you see them.  (Full report to be circulated).
56/23 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
57/23
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were present.
58/23
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 15 MAY 2023
LDNPA Member - Notification had been received from CALC that Mr. Peter Walter had been elected as the parish member to the LDNPA North Distinctive Area.
Annual Audit – The Clerk reported that the external auditors had acknowledged receipt of the AGAR Part 2 exemption certificate.  As exemption from the review process had been claimed a report from the External Auditor will not be issued nor a conclusion of process certificate.  Unless an objection from a member of the electorate is received no further communication will be received from the external auditors.
59/23 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received and circulated by email:
CALC - ACT News Update - May 2023

CALC News - April & March 2023

News from Cumberland Council

Cumbria Local Authority Climate Update May 2023

Funding opportunities: Community Energy Projects

Connecting Cumbria Newsletter

Community Energy Support Pack & invite to Community Renewable Energy Event 

SAVE THE DATE - CALC Special General Meeting 22nd July 10.00am 

LDNPP Transport Options in the Lake District Survey
Information for CALC on the industrial action for waste collection services in Allerdale

Cumbria Independent Custody Visiting Scheme - We are recruiting!
CALC – CCRG: Information on United Utilities "Your Water, Your Say" online event
CALC - Invitation to Cumbria People and Nature Network Launch - 13th July 2023
CALC - Allerdale District Association- Notice of AGM, Wednesday 26th July

CALC - Cumbria's Plan Bee - we need your support.
NALC - Legal Update – June 2023
CALC - Agenda for Special General Meeting 22nd July via teams

CALC - Community Renewable Energy Event 29/06/23- Presentations and Support Pack for Town and Parish Councils

Cumberland Council – Connecting Cumbria Newsletter
CALC – Request for information re Climate Change/Climate Emergencies
60/23  ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.
(b)
Payment of Accounts

The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Clerk’ account Quarter 1





£623.48

HMRC PAYE Quarter 1





£112.40
(c)
CBS Mandate
Cllr Adam Baker had completed the form required by the Cumberland Building Society to be added as an authorised signatory.  This was signed by two existing signatories.
Following the Know your Customer exercise CBS had requested that the Clerk/RFO be added to the account as Treasurer/Secretary.  The required forms had been completed (without signing permissions) and were signed by two existing signatories.

61/23
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting: 
7/2023/2109 – Mansion House, Brandlingill, Cockermouth, CA13 0RD
Proposal: Change of use of land to garden land including planting, gates, paths, tennis court and greenhouse/garden shed.                                                                      No objections
(b)       Decisions:  


None
62/23
ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
The recent issues with the Rogerscale road being used as a rat run if there are any road closures in the vicinity was raised with Cllr Perry by Cllr Riley.  It was suggested that parish councils should be consulted on the proposed diversion routes.
Cllr Perry agreed to contact Highways to try and obtain a large map of the parish to identify locations of the gullies.
The missing sign for Mosser had been reported again to Highways.
63/23
UNAUTHORISED HUTS, HINTERLANDES 
No further information had been received from the LDNPA.  It was agreed to continue to monitor this.
64/23
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Membership of CALC

65/23
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday 4th September at 7.15 pm in the Supper Room, Yew Tree Hall, Lorton.
The meeting closed at 8.07 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
