BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held at Yew Tree Hall, Lorton on Monday 6th November, 2023 at 7.15 pm. 
Present:  
Cllrs. A. Baker, R. Bell, J. Clark (Chair) and S. Riley.
Also present:   J. Perry, Cumberland Councillor


One member of the public

J. Rae (Clerk)
82/23   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. J. Moore and P. Poole.  Reasons for absence were noted and accepted.  
83/23
MINUTES 4 SEPTEMBER 2023
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th September, 2023 were signed as a correct record.
84/23 
REPORTS
(a)
Cumbria Police: The newsletter for the Cockermouth/Keswick area had been circulated by email.  
(b)       Cumberland Councillor – Cllr J. Perry reported that garden waste collections have been extended by three weeks until 17th November – this is still shorter than in previous years when it went right up until mid December. It mirrors the collection date for Copeland area – which as some of my constituents have pointed out is a bit unfair as we have levelled up council tax and levelled down service. However, the extra three weeks is a bit of a bonus. I am now lobbying for garden waste collections to start earlier in the New Year but I imagine this is unlikely to happen, so I am advising everyone who can to home compost and to build wildlife habitat from hedge trimmings.

We held our Community network launch on Thursday 26 October at the Kirkgate Centre and it seemed very well attended. There were multiple stalls downstairs. After the first hour we had a presentation about the community panel and its members and questions from the audience. I have been contacted since by members of the audience to stress that it should not become a really nebulous thing. The new panel support officer is sarah.o’neill@cumberland.gov.uk if you would like to make a funding application to the panel or for advice on funding sources.

On 31st October Cumberland and CALC held the Green2Grow conference at Energus. It was an all-day event with 33 stalls (mainly not food producers but community groups managing wildlife sites, or engaging with volunteers to get involved in growing food, managing wildlife etc. The first hour was followed by presentations from local groups on various issues around food. CALC have produced a Green2Grow booklet which gives advice to Parish Councils on greening public spaces, increasing gardening activity with its healthy food, and mental health benefits and reminding them of their legal duty (as of 1st Jan this year) to conserve biodiversity in their decision making. I cannot find a copy online but they should be available on request to CALC. The final session was the launch of the Food Cumberland Strategic Framework which had been approved by the Executive just that morning. It is available on the Council website. An action plan will be developed, reviewed, and revised on an annual basis and progress towards the long-term outcome of healthy, sustainable affordable local food will be evaluated and reported back to panels twice a year, so I will keep everyone informed.
85/23 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
86/23
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

One member of the public was in attendance in relation to item 9(a) on the agenda Planning application 7/2023/2165 at Whinfell Caravan Park, Low Lorton.
87/23
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 4 SEPTEMBER 2023
Cllr Moore had written to Highways at Cumberland Council regarding the missing road sign for Mosser.  A response is awaited.
88/23 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received and circulated by email:
Cumberland Council - Green Libraries Week, become a foster carer, join Stoptober, have your say on your area 
CALC - Short presentation on Community Panels & Networks created September 2023 by Cumberland Council
Cumberland Council - Focus on fostering, bridge closure in Cockermouth, volunteering opportunities, regeneration news, fingerpost restoration, and much more...
CALC - Cumbria Association of Local Councils AGM 2023 Agenda and supporting papers

CALC News

CALC - Local, Regional and National Funding Opportunities- relevant to Parish Councils

CALC - 2023 joint call for sites that could deliver Biodiversity Net Gain or habitat restoration through a change in land use or management.

PFCC - Autumn Newsletter
CALC - Biodiversity Net Gain- Information guide for local councils
CALC Annual Review 2022-2023

Cumberland Council - Connecting Cumbria Newsletter - October 2023

CALC - Free Trees for Community Groups and Schools

Cumberland Council Community Investment Scheme
CALC - Funding available for community groups, exciting news for Millom and Cleator Moor, have your say on homecare, Roman dig returns to Carlisle

Cumbria Constabulary & the Office of the Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner Public Consultation

NALC/CALC - Chief Executive's Bulletin
89/23  ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.  It was noted that the second half of the precept had been paid by Cumberland Council on 30th September.
Balance Cumberland Building Society 31st October £5,109.61

The Clerk reported that a statement had not been received from Cumberland Building Society since 30th June.  Enquiries revealed that CBS now require a change of address form to be completed.  The form was duly completed and signed by two authorised signatories.

(b)
Payment of Accounts - None
(c)
Budget 2024-25

A draft budget had been circulated with the agenda.  It was noted that the parish council’s reserves are gradually reducing.  RESOLVED that the precept should remain at £3400 for financial year 2024-25.
90/23
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting: 
7/2023/2165 - Whinfell Caravan Park, Low Lorton, Cockermouth, CA13 0RQ 
Proposal: Use of land as a caravan site for 34 statics for holiday use all year
RESOLVED to object to the application.  Cllr Clark agreed to liaise with Cllr Moore regarding a suitable response to the LDNPA.
(b)       Decisions:  None 
91/23
ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
Cllr Riley recorded his thanks to Cllr Perry for her assistance regarding recent road closures in the Parish.
92/23
UNAUTHORISED HUTS, HINTERLANDES 
Northing further had been received from the LDNPA.

93/23
UNITED UTILITIES PLANS FOR THE FUTURE OF CRUMMOCK WATER
Members noted that information regarding United Utilities plans for the future of Crummock Water and the removal of the weir is available on the Melbreak Communities website.
94/23
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No new items were raised.

95/23
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday 8th January, 2024 at 7.15 pm in the Supper Room, Yew Tree Hall, Lorton.
The meeting closed at 7.55 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
